Rose Cultivation

Sun. Choose a sile wilh al least a few hours af sun each day and not under liees {excap! o1 Ramblers). Our experience
in the UK and theie is no reason why il should be any different in 1he US has been thal English Roses planted (as cither
shrubs or clinbers) al the (oot of a Norlh facing wall grow and llower very well. This is because lhe roses will stil} gel

tnoming and evening sun and, mosl impottantly, ihe soil will stay cool and moisl which ate just lhe condilions 1oses love

the most. What roses dislike most is growing under trees because of e compelilion at e tools and e diips ltom the
leaves of a hot dry soil, :

Planting distances. In a formal bedding scheme 18" is the ideal distance for Hybiid Teas, Flolibundas and the mote
C(_)l.npacl English Roses, This will make a geod, Tull bed. In a rose border, planting In groups of 3 or more looks superh
glving the effecl of one large bush see e diagrain {o the tight, Roses are supetb as hedyes, depending on the size of

Soil preparation. Roses appreciale good soil preparation. The addition of 2 genercus quanlily of well rolled mantite or an

orgalg)ilc compost and bonemeal both before planting and as an annual mulch in lhe Spring will make almost any soil
suilable,
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f Planting. On ardval, planl as soon as possible, i they are unpacked but nol planted
: b ensure hat they ara welled and wrapped back up securely. Never allow 1he roos to dry
i ; out al any {ime prior o and duiing planting. Before planling soak the whole plant in waler
FRETETE Wikt overnight, When planted the base of the canes {bud union) should be aboul 4" below
ground level in cold winter areas and at ground level In mitd winler areas. Waler in well

and tnound the base of the canes with aboul 6" of cotnposl, soll er bark chippings until
the plants leaf out.’

wa[ering:"iwé- eséential, the rose will be slronger, heallhier and, mosl importantly, produce more !Iowers__
Depending on your chimate it is recommmended that deep walering should be done al leasl once a week and oflen inore
lrequently.

Winter Protection. The chances of survival can be fimproved by deep planling Initialty and byburying tha stemns with -
about ten inches of partly composled shredded bark or sawdus! oitce winler has sol in. i cenditfons ate parlicularly cold, a
walerprool covering over lhe lop may be necessaty. '

Healthy roses. The best way to keep your plants lree from pests and diseases is {o grow 1hemn as well ds possible.
Depending on which tegion you are in and the varielies you grow, soime spraying will be beneficial éspecially eaily in the
growing season. As there are different chemicals and diiferen! laws in many ol the slales, il Is best {0 seek Ivcal advice
from your garden center or local rose sociely, .

Pruning, Pruning is very easy. It should be carried out as spring growth stails, this will be
\J early January In milder winler areas. Firstly remove any dead, diseased or very weak

growth from the plant. Any stemns that have become very old and woody and lial are nol
producing vigorous rew stems, strould be removed. Repeal flowering bus!t / shrub roses
“should be cut down by belween 1/3 and 2/3. {See Fig. 2. dolted line 1.).
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Non tepealing shrubs should be lefl alone or lightly pruned by no more than 1/3 {See Fig.
2. dolled line 2,).

Climbers - the previous year's flowering shools should be reduced lo 3 or 4 buds or about
6". Ramblers should be left to ramble at will unless they need lo ba conslrained, in which
case lreat them as climbers.
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Dead heading, It s useful lo remove the Nowers as lhey die, not only lo keep the plant looking good, bul also lo
encourage speedy repeal Nlowering. Will a vaiiely thal preduces many flowsrs in a clusler, each bloom can be easily
shapped off and, when the last bloom has disd, cul the slem back o the first full sized leal. Allernalively, 12"ar mote {(up lo
3"in the warmer areas) of the sletn can be removed if you wanl to resliict the stze of the plant during the growing season.
This Is particularly important in cllinales that have hotler summers than the UK as it will also enceurage repeal floweting, If
e varlely normally produces alirackive hips then the flowers should niot be removed.

Feeding, Roses, especiaily the repeal lowering varieties, need a generous supply of nulienls regularly l.hrcug_I! the
growing season allhough this should not be applied too close to lhe onset of winter. Long lerm eg. organic fetilizers

applied lo Ihe ground are lhe most effeclive, however folia feeds are also valuable for a quick eflfect and lo help keep the
leaves heallhy.
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